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The following five resolutions were passed by the Church at their Monthly Meeting,
Eebrnary 25, 1839.

1. Resolued - That our Ghurch Clerk is ferely vequired to procure a suitabile Blank
fiook, for the purpose of recording our Summary of Faith and the Articles of our
Church Gouenant, adopted this evening.

2. Resolued - That our Ghurch Clerk is fereliy vequired to vecord in the former part
of said fook, our Summary of Faith and the Articles of our Church Covenant, and fo
record the APpendix, alluded fo in the Summary of Faith, in the latter part of the same
Book, and when so vecorded, Brother T.1. Devan is herely request to examine the
same, and subijoin thereto Bis Certificate, as evidence of the accuracy of the record.

3. Resolved - That each member of the Church is hereby requested to subiscribie his

or fier name fo the Summary of Faith and the Krticles of our Church Covenant in the
fiook fo Be provided for that purpose, or canse the same o fe done By special request.

And that for the future, every person Before admitted info this Chureh shall be
required fo suliscribie Bis or her name fo {he said Summary of Faith and the Articles of
our Ghurch Gouvenant, in the Book provided for that purpose, or cause the same to be
done By special request.

4. Resolued - That it is hereliy made the duty of our Ghurch Clerk henceforth to
cause thie fook confaining our Summary of Faith and the Krticles of our Church

Couenant to e present af evexy MMonthly meeting in course, for the purpose of being
inspected by the members of this Church and receiving signatures fo the same.

5. Resolued - That these five resolutions be entered in the Book called for by the
albiowe fivst resolution.

SULYESTER PIER, Church Clerk.



This certifies, that, pursuant to the foregoing second resolution, I have examined
{he following Summary of Faith and the Krticles of our Ghureh Govenant, and find the

record of {he same, on pages 3.4.5.6.7, and 8, of this Gook a frue and accurate copy of {he
document read to and adopted by the Church, at their regular Monthly meeting, feld Eeb.

25, 1839; and that on panes 233 to 247 of this same fook is recorded the Appendix
illustrative of the same.

NEUW-UORK, March 19, 1839. (Signed,) THOS. T. DEYAD.



A& SUMMARY OF ThE EAITH PROEESSED
WITh ThE,
ARTICLES OF ThE COYENANT ADOPTED
BYU

ThE FIRST BAPTIST ChdRCh
I Th€
CGITY OF €W YORK,.

February Twenty Fifth, One Thousand €ight Rundred and Thirty-Dine

Whereas, our predecessors, on the 19¢h of dune, 1762, recorded, in our First
Book of Records, pages 3.4.5, and 6, a Summary of Faith and Articles of a Church
Couenant, embracing in sulistance our views of doctrine and rules of practice, in which
they only refer us fo the Scriptures as a whole; to authenticate those views, thevetore,

Wle teel Bound to make an open declaration of how we understand the principal
doctrines, the legal injunctions, and the evangelical precepts, confained in these Sacred
Writings. This we do in the following SAMMARY of our EXAITH, and ARTICLES
of our CRURCH COYENANT, as explanatory of the said document,



SUMMARY OF OUR EAITH 1

Wle receive the Roly Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as feing all given
By inspiration of God,2 and, as containing the only authorized RULE of our faith and

practice. >
Aeeording to these Oracles, We Believe - That there is ONE and fuf ONE

LIYING AND TRUE GOD:; 4 yet - That this One God sulisisteth in TAREE €QUAL
PERSONS. the EATHER. the SON, and the HOLU GRHOST; * - That, as to RIS
BEING and PEREECTIONS. Re is clearly revealed, foth by his @Works, and in Ris
Word, - yet - That with respect fo Ris €ssence, mode of Existence, and manner of

operation, Re is incomprehensible to all But Rimself; ¢ - That God alone created the
fieavens and the earth, with all their infabitants and appurtenances, whether visibile or

invisibile: 7 - That God made man upright, and as such, afile to keep the law under which
he placed him; 8 Buft - That man, Geing leff to the freedom of his own will, fransgressed

that law, and thereliy fell into a state of moral depravity and legal condemnation; ° - That
the fivst man (Adam) was, by divine appointment, constituted a public fead and

representative of all his posterify; 10 and consequently that when he fell, they all fell with
him into the same condition; U - That, as such all mankind, by nature ave fofally and

universally depraved, and therefore without either ability or inclination fo return fo

1 This Summary of Faith and Articles of a Church Covenant, together with the Appendix, were written by
our present Pastor, (Elder William Parkinson,) and published by him in the year 1834.

22 Timothy 3:15-17. 2 Peter 2:21.

3John 5:39. Acts 17:11. 1 Peter 4:11. 2 Peter 1:19-21. Comp. Isaiah 8:20.
4 Deuteronomy 6:4 . 1 Timothy 1:5. Exodus 20:3-5. 1 Corinthians 8:5.

5 |saiah 48:16. 1 John 5:7. Matthew 28:19. 2 Corinthians 13:14.

6 Psalms 33:6-9. Romans 1:20. Job 11:7-9. Isaiah 40:28.

7 Genesis 1:1. Acts 17:24-26. Comp. Psalm 8. and civ.

8 Genesis 1:17. Ecclesiastes 7:9.

9 Genesis 3:16. Psalms 14:3. John 3:18. Romans 5:12, 18.

10 Romans 5:17. Comp. ver.14.

" Romans 5:12,18,19.



God, 12 gr to vender perfect ofiedience fo Ris moral requirements: U - That nofwithstanding
these deploralile facts, whereas Adam, by his oun personal transgression, lost his

standing iy the covenant of works, and Bis ability to heep the law under which he was
made and whereas the disability, as well as the disinclination of his posterity, to keep

this law, arises from {heir personal depravity, 4 it evidently follows, that (heir
ofiligations to render a perfect ofiedience to all God's moral requivements, remain

undiminished, U and, consequently, that the penal curse personally threatened against
every delingquent, is strictly righteous. 16 - That God in pardoning and justifying any of
{he fallen race of mankind, has no respect to any supposed good works fo he done fiy
them, either Gefore or after regeneration; 7 but alone fo the ofedience and sacrifice of

Christ, which Re, (God the Father) by an act of his mere grace, imputes to all {hat
Beliewe, as the only meritorious cause of their pardon and justitication.’s - That no works

performed by any, prior fo {heir regeneration and faith in Christ, are spiritually good; ¥
et that morality and Genevolence ave to be enjoined on all, as required by the law of God,

and as useful in sociefy;20 and, that Believers, as such are to fie “careful to maintain good
works,” as the fruits and evidences of their gracious state2! - as the means of their

usefulness in the church and in the world?2 - and especially, to shew forth the praises of
Rim who hath called them out of darkness into Ris marvellous light.?> - That the gospel

of the grace of God,2* revealing his method of saving lost sinners, through the

12 Psalms 53:3. Romans 3:9-19. Proverbs 20:9. Joshua 24:19. Jeremiah 13:23. John 5:40; 6:44,65.
13 Jeremiah 2:22. Romans 3:20

14 Genesis 3:16,17; 6:5. Job 21:14.

15 Deuteronomy 6:5. Luke 10:25-28.

16 Galatians 3:10. James 2:10. Romans 2:2-15.

17 Ezekiel 36:31,32. Luke 17:10. Romans 3:9-28; 4:4-8,16,23-25. Ephesians 2:1-10.

18 |saiah 43:25. Jeremiah 23:6. Romans 3:21-28; 4:3-6,23-26; 5:19-21. Acts 13:39; 18:27
19 Romans 8:7,8. Hebrews 11:6.

20 |saiah 1:16,17; Ezekiel 2:3-5. Luke 10:27.

21 Ephesians 2:10. Titus 2:11-14; 3::8. Philemon, verses 5,6,7. Matthew 7:16.

22 GGalatians 6:10. Hebrews 13:16.

23 1 Peter 2:9. Matthew 5:16.

24 Acts 20:24.



incarnation, obedience, and death of Clivist,? is to be preached fo mankind in common; 26
but, - That regeneration, and, therefore, “repentance toward God, and faith toward our
Lord desus Christ,” (which are essential, not only fo salvation, but fo the enjoyment of
peace with God, 2 and to the performance of his acceptalbile service2s) - as also every
requisite to secure perseverance in grace to gloyy, which is certain of all the regenerate,?°
are sopereignly Gestowed, according to God's efernal and personal election of his people
in Clirist, >0 through whom he gives his Roly Spivit unto them, Tor their effectual
calling, sanctification, and preservation unto eternal lite.>! - That although the Holy
Ghost, as to Ris testimony in the Scriptures and in {he ministry of the word, is
constantly resisted fy the unvegenerate, as fie was by the dews, as to Ris testimony in
the prophets and apostles, 32 yet, {hat in Ris regenerating operations He is always
invineilile and infallibile.>

Moreover, in regard fo {he fufure state, We Gelieve, That, according fo the
Scriptures, there will Be a personal resurrection, Both of the just and unjust>+ - and that,
fiesides an individual judgment that passes upon every soul on its separation from the
Body,>> when an eternal separation will Be made Getween the righteous and the wicked;>o
the righteous Being received to everlasting happiness, and the wicked Being consigned to
everlasting misery.>

25 2 Timothy 1:10. 2 Corinthians 4:6. Comp. Genesis 3:15. Isaiah 7:14. Matthew 1:21; 5:17. 1 Peter
3:18

26 Matthew 28:19. Mark 16:15. Luke 24:47. Colossians 1:28.

27 Acts 21:21; 26:18. Romans 5:1.

28 Romans 8:8; Hebrews 11:6.

29 Romans 8:17,30. John 10:27-29.

30 Romans 8:28-30. Acts 13:48. Ephesians 1:3,4. 1Thessalonians 5:9. 2 Timothy 1:9
31 Titus 3:5-7. Ephesians 1:13-14; 4:30. Romans 8:11.

32 Acts 7:51. Comp. Nehemiah 9:30 and Zechariah 7:12.

33 Ephesians 2:1,4,5. Phillippians 1:6.

34 Daniel 7:1. John 5:28,29. Acts 24:15.

35 Luke 16:22,23; 23:43. Hebrews 9:27.

36 Acts 17:31. Romans 14:10. 2 Corinthians 5:10. Revelation 20:11-15.

37 Matthew 25:31-46. John 5:28,29. 2 Thesselonians 1:6-9.



Dor would we presume to form our views of the church and ordinances of Ghrist
By any other light than that of the same inspived Oracles. And, judging by these
infallilile records, We Believe that the Ringdom of Clivist is nof of this world;>s and,
therefore, that the gospel church is neither national, nor parochial; - also, that none

Bielong to her By virtue of their natural descent from her members. The chureh, it is true,
is often styled a mother; But her children, as such, like those of a virfuous wife, are all

the children of fer won covenanted Qushand;>* they are all the children of God by faith in
Christ desus; in whom {hey are all one, however diversified in age, or sex, or civil
condifions. 40 The church, in this sense, is the household of faith, including all vital
Believers, and none But such.4! This, indeed, cannof be affirmed of what is usually called

“the visible church of Christ upon earth;” for as the friies of national Israel had a mixed
multitude adhering to them, who were not Israelites by natural Girth, 42 so the Granches of

spiritual Israel, have always fad a number, more or less, of nominal adferents, not
Israelites by a spivitual Girth. Such are “Talse brethren unawares hronght in.”4> Dor

can this evil bie entirely avoided in the present imperfect state; neither churches nor
pastors fieing abile fo search the heart.44 Devertheless, foth pastors and churches should

take the utmost care that none Be admitted to membership with them, but such as bring
forth fruits meet for repentance. hence,

Wle Gieliewe, that a visilile gospel church should consist of such persons only,
whether dews or Gentiles, males or females, pavents or children, as make a credifile

profession of faith in Christ, - receive his gospel, and ofiserve fis precepts.©> - That the

38 John 18:36.

39 |saiah 54:5,13; 59:21. Ephesians 5:32.

40 Galatians 3:26-28.

41 Galatians 6:10. Ephesians 3:21.

42 Exodus 12:38. Numbers 11:4.

43 Galatians 2:4. Jude 3-13. 1 Corinthians 11:19.
44 Acts 8:13,23. Luke 8:13. 2 Corinthians 13:5.
45 1 Corinthians 1:1,2. Colossians 1:2. Acts 9:31.



only officers Belonging to organized gospel churches, are Gishops and deacons. 46 - That
the only symbolic ordinances appertaining fo the gospel dispensation, are Gaptism and the
Lord’s supper. - That nothing is a scripfural administration of Baptism buf a tofal
immersion of {he subject in water, in the name of the HOLY TRINITY, iy a man duly
authorized fo administer gospel ordinances. See the Commission; Matthew 28:19. and
the APPENDIX, No.1. &le also Gelieve, that sulijection to baptism is pre-requisite to
admission info a visible church; and, therefore, to partaking of {he Lord’s Supper; which
is fo received only to partaking of the Lord’s Supper; which is to be receive only by
members of a visibile church, and, by them, only when come together in a church capacity.
See the institution of the ordinance by Clirist; Matthew 26:26-28; the practice of the
mother-church at Jerusalem; Kets 2:41,42; and the apostolic divection; 1 Covinthians
11:33.34.

Finding no specified manner of receiving Baptized persons, as such, into a visifile
church, either enjoined or exemplified in the Dew Testament, We Gelieve, that every
particular church is af lierfy fo veceive such persons in any decent and solemn manner,
which its membBers, or a majority of them, may prefer; they having previously gained
fellowship with them, by hearing a velafion of their experience, and Being credifily
assured of their good moral character. Persons presenting letfers of dismission and
recommendation from sister churches of the same faith and order, may be received either
on {he authority of such letters, or may be vequived to velate theiv experience, with an
account of their doctrinal views, as the church, in each case, shall judge prudent and
expedient. See APPENDIX, No. 2.

We also Believe, that every gospel church, regularly constituted, is a sociefy
independent of every offier ecelesiastical court; having a seriptural authority and
directory to govern itself - to choose and cashier its own officers, and to discipline its
own membiers,. 47

46 Philippians 1:1. 1 Timothy 3:1-13. Comp. Acts 14:23; 20:17,28.
47 Matthew 18:15-17. Romans 14:1. 1 Corinthians 5:11-13. Acts 6:3,5; 14:23. 1 John 4:1.



e likewise Belieue, that the First day of the week is emphatically the LORD'S
DAY; and that it Gecometh us, laying aside ordinary labor and recreation, to hail every
return of {his day with christian gladness, and to spend the hours of it in such devotional
exercises, private, domestic, and pubilic, as God may afford us opportunity and ability to
perform; excepting only such works of necessity and mercy, as the events of Providence
may dictate or requive. Our reasons for thus obiserving, nof the seventh, but the first day
of the week, and for making the specified exceptions, ave Briefly stated in the
APPENDIX, No. 3.

Wle Bielieve, moreouer, that the singing of psalms, hymns, and spivitual songs, is
divinely enjoined, and that, when religionsly performed, it is well pleasing fo God. 48
Znd, though we are assured that none but the regenerate sing with the spivit and with the
understanding, 4% we nevertheless Gelieve, that mankind in common, as they are
constantly receiving various mercies and Blessings from God, are Bound to celefirate his
praise;>0 and, therefore, {hat {hey should Ge allowed and encouraged fo join in this part of
pulilic worship. See APPENDIX, No. 4.

48 Ephesians 5:19. Colossians 3:16. Hebrews 13:15,16.
49 1 Corinthians 14:15. Comp. Psalm 34:1,2.
50 Psalm 107:8,21,31. Acts 17:24-29. Romans 1:20,21; 2:4,5. Psalm 114:4,10.



ARTICLES OF OUR ChdRCh GOYENANT

ART. 1. @le agree fo and adopt the preceding Summary, as a Gompendium of our
Faith and Practice; felieving it to be in accordance with the doctrines and precepts of the
holy Scriptures.

ART. 2. Besides obiserving private and family worship, @le agree “Not fo
forsake the assembling of ourselves together” for pulilic worship, on the Lord's day, and
at such offier seasons, whetfher stated or occasional, as the church, from time to time,
shall appoint for this purpose. Psalm 137:2. Qefirews 10:25.

ART. 3. Believing if to be our duty, as a church of Ghrist, to maintain the order
and discipline which Re hath appointed in his house, We agree fo fold such meetings,
stated and occasional, for fransacting church-fusiness, as our civeumstances may
require; and {hat, having appointed such meetings, we will e careful, Providence
permitting, to atfend them.

ART.4. To preserve and promofe peace and concord among us, with purity of
faith and practice, We agree that it is our duty to pursue and support the following
measures: -

1. That in cases of private or personal grievance, the member aggrieved, should ofiserve
the injunctions of our Glessed Lord; IT thy Brother shall frespass against thee, go and
tell fiim his Taulf Between thee and him alone, &e. &e. Matthew 18:15-17.

2.That any member clearly proved Before the chureh, to have Geen guilty of gross
immorality, should, without further proceeding, fe put away. 1 Govinthians 5:11-13.

3. That any member, habitually neglecting the worship ov communion of the chureh,
should be called upon as a delinguent, that it may be known whether such person is an
oliject of Christian sympathy, or of church-censure. Romans 15:1-6. Galatians 5:1-12.

4. That any member Enown fo have departed from “the taith of the gospel,” as held by the
chureh - or, fo have frequented any place of licentions amusement, such as a theatre, a
Gall-room, or the like, should Be rebubied and admonished; and, if found perseveringly



impenitent and incorrigilile, such person should be puf away, as evidently regardless of
the peace and veputation of {he church, and as a lover of ervoneous doctrines and of
sensual pleasures, and {herefore, nof a lover of God. Romans 12:1.2. 1 Corinthians
11:19. €pliesians 5:11. 2 Timothy 3:4.5. Rebrews 10:23.

5. Bhat members Becoming disaffected toward each offier touching “things pertaining to
this life,” such as property or charvacter, shall not fie suffered to go to law Gefore any
worldly tribunal; ut shall Be required mutually to submif their matfers of controversy
fo the investigation and judgment of the church; and, therefore, {hat any member or
membiers refusing to comply with this apostolic divection, shall be censured by the
church, and, persisting thevein, shall, after due forBearance and labor, Be put away. 1
Corinthians 6:1-10.

6.That persons put away, for whatever offense, great or small, on giving to the church
safistactory evidence of repentance and reformation, should Be cordially restored to
membership. 2 Covinthians 2:6-11. Galatians 6:1. Restoration to membership,
however, does nof include the restoration of a hrother to any office that he may have
held in the church Before Bis exclusion. For, as no one is promofed to office by his
original admission to membership, so, nof by his re-admission after having heen
excluded. men are to fie chosen to office in the church from among its members. Out of
the number of his disciples, Christ set apart the fwelve and the seventy; Mark 3:13.14.
Lufe 10:1. and out of the churches, elders and deacons were chosen. Mefs 14:23. chap.
6:3. and 1 Timothy 3:8-13.

ART.5 #&s unanimify in church-acts is always desivalble, @le agree to use all
seriptural means o promote it - such as due forbearance, meeh expostulation, and
atfectionate persuasion; yet, when these fail of conciliating a minority, @le agree that
ultimately all questions regularly Brought Before us, shall e decided fy a majovity of the
membiers present, who, according fo {he usage of the church, shall be anthorized fo vote.

ART. 6. In our deporfment foward each offier - foward the members of sister
churchies - and toward the community af large, Goth civil and religious, @le agree that we



will endeavor, through grace, fo maintain “a conversation Becoming the gospel of Christ,”
that in all things, God may be glorified in us, and that his cause upon carth may e
promoted through our instrumentality. Philippians 1:27. 1 Peter 3 and 4 chapters.

ART. 7. In supporting the gospel and aiding the poor among us - as also in

defraging all othier expenses necessarily among us - as also in defraging all other
expenses necessarily arvising fvom onr fravel as a chureh, @le agree conscientionsly to

fiear our several proporfions, according fo our civenmstances; that some may not be eased
and offiers Burdened. 2 Corinthians 8:13.

ART. 8. We agree that it is expedient that all persons who may heveaffer
propose fo unite with us, should give their assent fo this Summary of Faith and the

Articles of this Church Covenant, Before their admission. Znd,
Finally: Sensifile of our weakness and liaBility to err, and {herefore, of our

confinual dependence on the grace and guidance of the holy Spirit, @We agree, {hat it
fecometh us, with much prager and self-denial, to walk together in all fumility and

brotherly Rindness - fo watch over each offier for good and nof for evil - fo stir up one
anotfier to love and to good works; and, when circumstances requive it, fo warn and

rebinke, fo admonish and exhort one another, according to the rules and precepts of the
sospel; all which, may God, for Chirist's sake, enalile us fo do, to the praise of the glovy of

his grace. Fmen,



